Evidence and Enquiry: Using the 1911 census in the History classroom

The family of Thomas Bateman, Dublin, 1911

During a census, each household had to fill in the census form for each person staying in the
residence on the night of the census. The form had to be signed by the head of the household,
and by a government official. All information given on the form had to be correct. The only
item of information that people could refuse to give was their religion.

How can you find the census form filled in by Thomas Bateman, Dublin, in 1911?

To find the 1911 census form for Thomas Bateman,

Go to www.census.nationalarchives.ie

Click on “Search the census records for Ireland 1901 and 1911”.

Choose the census year, 1911.

Write in the name Bateman on the surname line.

Write in Thomas on the Forename line.

Click the name Dublin in drop-down list on the county line.

Click search.

Five search results appear. Click on the name “Bateman, Thomas” who lived at 90
Brunswmk Street North, as Thomas would have been 42 in 1911.

9. To see all of the personal information about the family, click on the box beside the
term, “show all information”.
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10. Form A Link: http://www.census.nationalarchives.ie/reels/nai003784192/
http://www.census.nationalarchives.ie/reels/nai003784193/
Form N Link: http://www.census.nationalarchives.ie/reels/nai003784154/
http://www.census.nationalarchives.ie/reels/nai003784155/
Form B1 Link: http://www.census.nationalarchives.ie/reels/nai003784156/
http://www.census.nationalarchives.ie/reels/nai003784157/

What information did Thomas Bateman give on the 1911 census form?

Thomas Bateman, Dublin, as “Head of family”, had to provide information for each person
staying in the residence on the night of the census. The following headings were used in the
1911 census to collect information about each resident:

14
15

Christian name

Surname

Relation to head of family
Religious Profession
Education

Age of males

Age of females

Rank, profession or occupation
Marriage status

Length of marriage

Total children born alive
Children living

Where born

Irish language

“illnesses”, such as deafness

The following is a transcript of the information provided by Thomas Bateman on the 1911
census form, under the heading, “Residents of a house 90.3 in Brunswick St. North (Arran

Quay, Dublin)”

Christian Relation - . . .
Surname|| ~ o |Age|l Sex || oo q [ Religion |Birthplacel Occupation | Literacy
Bateman [[Thomas [[42 [[Male Heaq of Roman_ Co Dublin Bricklayers Re_ad and

Family ||Catholic Laborer write
Bateman (|Margaret |41 ([Female|[|Wife Roman_ Co Dublin || Regd and
Catholic write
. Roman . Read and
Bateman [|Annie 14 ||Female||Daughter . ||Co Dublin [|Scholar .
Catholic write
Bateman ||Margaret |9 |[Female||Daughter Roman Co Dublin {|Scholar Cannot
Catholic read
Bateman |[Thomas |6 |Male {[|Son Roman_ Co Dublin |[Scholar Cannot
Catholic read
Bateman ([Catherine ||4 |[Female||Daughter Roman_ Co Dublin |{Scholar Cannot
Catholic read



http://www.census.nationalarchives.ie/reels/nai003784192/
http://www.census.nationalarchives.ie/reels/nai003784193/
http://www.census.nationalarchives.ie/reels/nai003784154/
http://www.census.nationalarchives.ie/reels/nai003784155/
http://www.census.nationalarchives.ie/reels/nai003784156/
http://www.census.nationalarchives.ie/reels/nai003784157/

Irish Marital || Specified Years ||Children||Children
Surname||Forename

Language || Status llinesses || Married || Born Living
[Bateman |[Thomas |- Married |- - - |- |
[Bateman |[Margaret |- Married |- 21 111 I8 |
[Bateman [[Annie |- |lSingle |- |- |- I |
[Bateman |[Margaret |- Single |- |- |- B |
[Bateman |[Thomas |- ISingle |- - - |- |
[Bateman ||Catherine |- |Single |- |- |- I |

What can we learn about the Bateman family from this census information?

What is the name of the father?

What is the name of the mother?

How many sons were at home on the “census night”?

How many daughters were at home on the “census night”?

What was the religion of the Bateman family?

Where were all of the Batemans born?

What was the father’s job?

Three members of the Bateman family could “read and write”, according to the
form. Is there anything surprising about the three people who “cannot read”?

9 Thomas Bateman wrote that the family had 5 living children, and four are named on
the form? Can you suggest why the fifth child (named as Patrick Bateman on the 1901 census
form) not listed on the form?
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The marriage of Margaret and Thomas Bateman

A new entry in the 1911 census asked each married woman to give three extra items of
information:

a) how long her present marriage had lasted,

b) the total of children “born alive” in her present marriage, and

c) how many of her children were still living.

Read the family information for the Bateman family.

How many years had Margaret and Thomas Bateman been married?

In what year did they marry (this is not stated on the form)?

What was the name of their eldest child?

Who old was she?

How many years between the birth of the eldest child and the year of marriage?
Can you find any possible explanation on the census form for this large gap?
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Do an online search for a person or place using the 1911 census

1. If you can, find the name of a relative who was alive in 1911. Using the search page
on www.census.nationalarchives.ie, can you find the person’s census information for the year
19117

2. Pick the name of a famous person who was living in Ireland in 1911. Using the search
page on www.census.nationalarchives.ie, can you find the person’s census information for
the year 1911?




3. Choose a name that is common in your county. Using the search page on
www.census.nationalarchives.ie, how many people of that name lived in your county in
19117

Now record some information about that person:
Name:

Age:

Religion:

Education:

Occupation:

Write one sentence giving your impression of the person:



