Your Census Information is Safe and Confidential
There has never been a breach of confidentiality in the Census, says the CSO

March 2011: As we get closer to Census day, April 10th, the Central Statistics Office has reminded people that the Census has never experienced a breach of confidentiality.
At the moment, 5,000 Census Enumerators are knocking on doors all over Ireland delivering census forms. Deirdre Cullen, Senior Statistician at the CSO, explained that once the forms are collected “they are kept in secure, locked storage in the enumerator’s home until collected by a transport company employed by the CSO for delivery back to our offices in Swords”. 
All Census 2011 forms will be processed by CSO staff in the census office in Swords where information is stored on a dedicated closed CSO network which is wholly owned by the CSO. At no time will any of this detailed census information be copied or otherwise removed from this network. 

Ms Cullen said that “We are aware that people may have concerns about the confidentiality of their personal data and we want to reassure everybody that the information that they provide on their census form is kept absolutely confidential by CSO. The need for confidentiality is stressed in the training of CSO headquarters and field staff. All staff are made fully aware of their legal obligations in this respect and there are penalties of up to €25,000 for any breaches of confidentiality by staff. Census data is not passed on to any other body and no other government department or agency will have access to identifiable information relating to individuals or households. The CSO is justifiably proud of its unblemished record in protecting the confidentiality of data and it is one of our top priorities to maintain this record.” 
Answering concerns as to why householders are asked to provide their name on their Census form, Ms Cullen explained that this is necessary “so as to ensure that everyone in the household is covered and to assist the householder in ensuring that the correct personal information for each individual is recorded”. 

The name also helps identify where forms are missing or duplicated. Names may also assist in the identification of families within households. However names on the census forms are not recorded as part of the computerised information. 

Once they have been processed, Census forms are kept in secure storage for 100 years after which they are released to the public, as happened recently with the Censuses of 1901 and 1911. 
Deirdre Cullen reminded people that “If you have a concern about the confidentiality or security of your Census form, please visit our website at www.census.ie for more information or contact the CSO on our LoCall number 1890 2011 11”. 
Further information about Census 2011 is available on www.census.ie 

ENDS

For media enquiries please contact: Aileen Healy, Census Publicity. Phone 01 - 8951319
Note to editors: 

· Census 2011 will be the 24th census. The first was carried out in 1841. There was a Census every ten years up to 1946 (with a gap between 1911 and 1926) and every five years since 1951. A new EU regulations means that there will be a Census in every EU country in 2011.

· Every household in the country is obliged by law to complete and return a census form. 

· Preliminary results are available three months after the Census and principal demographic results will be available within a year. 

· For census purposes, the country is divided into 44 designated ‘regions’ each comprising 10 ‘field districts’. Census field operation positions are organised in a pyramid structure with 

· 50 full-time senior managers at the top working from Census HQ and regional offices, 

· 440 full-time field supervisors who will work from their own homes, and 

· 5,000 part-time enumerators who will deliver and collect the census forms to householders over the 10 weeks of the census field campaign. 

